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EtliEtlitorstors II Note:Note: ThisThis essay,essay, thethe threethree 

commentariesoommentaries onon it,it, andand thethe responseresponse toto thosethose 

commentariescommentaries werewere allall presentedpresented atat thethe EastEast

ernern DivisionDivision meetingmeeting ofof b'1et..'1e SocietySociety forfor thethe 

StudyStudy ofof EthicsEthics andand Animals.Animals. WithWith thethe coco

operationoperation ofof thethe participantsparticipants inin SSEASSEA meetmeet

ings,ings, wewe hopehope thatthat publicationpublication ofof thethe propro

ceedingsceedings ofof thosethose meetingsmeetings willwill bebe aa regularregular 

featurefeature ofof BetweenBetween t h ~t h ~ Species.Species. 

tionstions toto ot.herot.her people.people. TheThe decisiondecision toto adoptadopt 

aa vegetarianvegetarian diet,diet, forfor instance,instance, isis suresure toto 

affectaffect relationshipsrelationships w i L ~w i L ~ spousesspouses andand 

friends,friends, andand notnot simplysimply becausebecause thethe vegetarivegetari

anan becomesbecomes ratherrather moremore troubletrouble toto havehave toto aa 

dinnerdinner party;party; thethe deeperdeeper problemproblem isis thatthat thethe 

moralmoral vegetarianvegetarian posesposes byby his/herhis/her dietdiet anan 

Duplicitbuplicit critiquecritique ofof L ~ eL ~ e moralitymorality ofof thethe 

choiceschoices ofof herher f r i a ~ s .f r i a ~ s . IfIf herher friendsfriends areare 

ofof anan enquiringenquiring turn,turn, thethe critiquecritique maymay wellwell 

becomebecome explicit.explicit. TheThe problemproblem herehere isis notnot 

negligible---innegligible---in fact,fact, itit hashas ledled oneone wellwell

~ ~ o w n~ ~ o w n moralmoral philosopherphilosopher toto mountmount whatwhat II callcall 

thethe "argument"argument fromfrom conviviality"conviviality" againstagainst 

becomingbecoming aa vegetarian[I]--andvegetarian[I]--and neitherneither isis itit 

exhaustedexhausted byby considerationsconsiderations ofof one'sone's friends.friends. 

ThinkThink ofof thethe vegetarian'svegetarian's children.children. IfIf theythey 

areare withinwithin aa certaincertain age,age, he/shehe/she willwill likelylikely 

bebe imposingimposing his/herhis/her moralmoral valuesvalues uponupon his/herhis/her 

kindskinds inin aa placeplace wherewhere theythey cancan actuallyactually 

tastetaste it.it. t..'leirApartApart fromfrom t..'1eir gustatorygustatory diffidiffi

cultiesculties withwith aa dietdiet thatthat isis newlynewly restricted,restricted, 

asas wellwell -asas newlynewly expanded,expanded, thethe childrenchildren willwill 

faceface theirtheir ownown versionversion ofof thethe convivialityconviviality 

problem:problem: theythey willwill differdiffer fromfrom theirtheir peerspeers 

atat aa t.Lmet.Lme ofof lifelife whenwhen differencesdifferences Illaymay bebe 

particularlyparticularly costly.costly. 

ShowingShowing howhow partialpartial affectionsaffections maymay runrun 

countercounter toto consideredconsidered moralmoral judgmentsjudgments isn'tisn't 

toto dodo anythinganything newsworthy;newsworthy; itit seemsseems faintlyfaintly 

unprofessionalunprofessional toto dwelldwell onon thethe conflict,conflict, andand 

ta:ltamountta:ltamount toto aa confessionconfession ofof moralmoral w e ~ e s sw e ~ e s s

toto suggestsuggest thatthat itit mightmight everever bebe resolvedresolved inin 

favorfavor ofof partiality.partiality. TheThe majormajor moralmoral theortheor

ies--perhapsies--perhaps particularlyparticularly thosethose mostmost involvedinvolved 

inin enhancingenhancing thethe moralmoral statusstatus ofof animals-animals-

havehave littlelittle patiencepatience forfor partiality.partiality. AndAnd whywhy 

shouldshould they?they? Isn'tIsn't anyany insistenceinsistence onon aa disdis

tincttinct moralmoral significancesignificance forfor partialpartial affecaffec

tionstions arbitrary,arbitrary, anan invitationinvitation toto invidiousinvidious 

kindskinds ofof discriminationdiscrimination againstagainst thosethose wewe maymay 

notnot happenhappen toto feelfeel fondfond of?of? 

AsAs ~~n: happens,happens, thethe difficultiesdifficulties I'veI've 

mentionedmentioned cancan oftenoften bebe handledhandled withwith nono sacrisacri

ficefice ofof principleprinciple toto sentiment--friendshipssentiment--friendships 

cancan actuallyactually deepen,deepen, andand youngyoung characterscharacters 

grow--andgrow--and thethe factfact thatthat suchsuch acCClTIllOCldationsaccommodations 

cancan bebe mademade isis justjust anotheranother indicatorindicator ofof thethe 

comparativecomparative trivialitytriviality ofof thethe humanhuman interestinterest 

inin anan cmnivorous suchsuchomnivorous diet.diet. ButBut notnot allall 

conflictsconflicts areare soso easilyeasily solved.solved. LotsLots ofof 

children,children, forfor instance,instance, consumeconsume p.rescriptionp.rescription 

];harmaceuticals];harrnaceuticals atat aa dizzyingdizzying rate,rate, andand suchsuch 

drugsdrugs areare testedtested onon aa varietyvariety ofof animalsanimals inin 

painfulpainful andand lethallethal ways.ways. camronButBut cOI!lIl'On childchild

hoodhood ailments--think,ailments--think, forfor example,example, ofof urinaryurinary 

tracttract infections--areinfections--are moremore t..'lant..'1an merelymerely annoyannoy

ing;ing; ifif leftleft untreated,untreated, theythey cancan badlybadly damagedamage 

veryvery importantimportant organs.organs. TheThe argumentsarguments againstagainst 

thethe useuse ofof animalsanimals inin atat leastleast muchmuch ofof scienscien

tifictific researchresearch andand productproduct testingtesting are,are, toto 

borrowborrow aa phrasephrase ofof Thoreau's,Thoreau's, "many"many andand 

weightyweighty andand deservedeserve toto prevail,"prevail," butbut ourour 

childrenchildren needneed thosethose drugs.drugs. ShouldShould moralmoral 

vegetariansvegetarians abstainabstain alsoalso fromfrom ill-gotten,ill-gotten, 

elements ofof thethe ];harmacopia?ill-testedill-tested elem61ts ];harrnacopia? 

benef itsShouldShould theythey alsoalso denydeny thethe benefits ofof thosethose 

productsproducts toto theirtheir children?children? 

InIn medicalmedical contexts,contexts, thethe temptationtemptation toto 

sacrificesacrifice universaluniversal principleprinciple inin thethe namename ofof 

aa particularparticular affectionaffection willwill bebe extremelyextremely 

strong,strong, everever soso muchmuch moremore thanthan inin thethe casecase ofof 

diet.diet. puzzlingPuzzling outout whatwhat shouldshould bebe donedone herehere 

isis toughtough andand deservesdeserves moremore attentionattention thanthan 

philoso];hersphiloso];hers concernedconcerned withwith thisthis areaarea ofof 

moralitymorality havehave givengiven it.it. InIn thisthis presentapresenta

tion,tion, I'llI'll bebe focusingfocusing onon thethe ratherrather dramaticdramatic 

casecase ofof xenograft--thexenograft--the transplantationtransplantation ofof 

tissuestissues oror organsorgans fromfrom membersmembers ofof oneone speciesspecies 

.. toto thosethose ofof another--whereanother--where thethe humanhuman stakestake isis 

likelylikely toto bebe especiallyespecially high.high. ButBut II willwill 

keepkeep sightsight ofof howhow moremore commoncOI!lIl'On medicalmedical therathera

piespies alsoalso affectaffect animalsanimals andand ofof howhow decisionsdecisions 

whomaboutabout suchsuch treatmentstreatments affectaffect thosethose toto whan wewe 

areare especiallyespecially bound.bound. 

****** 

ThatThat x a ~ o g r a f t experiexperixe..'1ograft isis atat leastleast anan 

armamentU.'n wellwellmentalmental partpart ofof medicine'smedicine's armamentml1 isis 

known FaeFae 's'sk n ~ sincesince thethe tragedytragedy ofof "Baby"Baby Fae."Fae." 

defect-hypoplasticdefect-hypoplastic syndraue--hasleftleft heartheart syndrane--has 

killedkilled aa lotlot ofof childrenchildren andand willwill gogo onon 

killingkilling themthem unlessunless theirtheir heartshearts cancan bebe rere

pairedpaired oror replaced.replaced. AsAs thingsthings nownow stand,stand, 

replacementreplacement s e e m ~s e e m ~ thethe mostmost promisingpromising m::rlem::rle ofof 

treatment.treatment. Yet,Yet, traumatrauma deathsdeaths inin infantsinfants 

occuroccur seldom, can'tcan'tseldan, andand childrenchildren withwith HLHSHLHS 

wait.wait. It'sIt's farfar fromfran clearclear thatthat xenograftxenograft 

actuallyactually servedserved anyany ofof Fae'sFae's interestsinterests oror 

thatthat itit waswas eveneven veryvery reasonablereasonable toto believebelieve 

itit might.might. SheShe maymay havehave beenbeen asas muchmuch anan 

117117 BETWEENBETWEEN THETHE SPECIESSPECIES 

""""7"'.",-."_ -... ",.'=",~".\='-- e"'~."'_"';'~"-.~,.,,~',~ >'~ •• ~ ' . ' . " , . ~ . , . _ , • ".,_~"~_' •. 



--------

experimentalexperimental animalanimal asas Goobers,Goobers, herher donor.donor. [[ 2]2] 

ButBut itit isis perfectlyperfectly reasonablereasonable toto thinkthink thatthat 

interinterspeciesspecies transfUantationtransfUantation couldcould camecame toto bebe 

aa techniquetechnique ofof realreal valuevalue toto manymany otherwiseotherwise 

doomeddoomed children,children, andand perhapsperhaps adultsadults asas well.well. 

TheThe imageimage ofof infantsinfants condemnedcondemned toto deathdeath 

becausebecause ofof congenitalcongenital defectsdefects isis heartbreakheartbreak

inging andand isis clearlyclearly aa strongstrong motivatormotivator forfor thethe 

Plysiciansphysicians andand otherother scientistsscientists involvedinvolved inin 

xenograftxenograft research.research. TheThe compassionatecompassionate traitstraits 

thatthat areare involvedinvolved inin thethe intensityintensity ofof ourour 

responseresponse herehere areare morallymorally valuable,valuable, eveneven 

thoughthough limitedlimited inin scope-andscope-and perhapsperhaps theythey 

couldcould notnot bebe soso valuablevaluable werewere theythey notnot soso 

limited.limited. 

PerhapsPerhaps itit isis considerationsconsiderations likelike thesethese 

whichwhich havehave ledled writerswriters suchsuch asas CoraCora DiamondDiamond 

andand JohnJohn BensonBenson toto bebe criticalcritical ofof dialecticaldialectical 

crowbarscrowbars likelike thethe "marginal"marginal casescases argument"argument" 

whichwhich trytry toto prypry usus looseloose ofof ourour biasesbiases 

towardstowards "our"our own."own." InIn Benson'sBenson's 19781978 Philoso-Philoso-

Ply essay,essay, writeswritesphy "Duty"Duty andand thethe Beast,"Beast," hehe 

thatthat 

partialitypartiality forfor ourour ownown speciesspecies is,is, 

likelike thethe universe,universe, sanethingsanething wewe hadhad 

betterbetter accept.accept. •••••• TheThe dangerdanger inin 

[an][an] attemptattempt toto eliminateeliminate partialpartial 

affectionsaffections isis thatthat itit maymay removeremove 

thethe sourcesource ofof allall affections.affections. 

(1978:(1978: 335-6)335-6) 

Benson'sBenson's pointpoint isis apparentlyapparently aa causalcausal 

one:one: particularparticular affectionsaffections areare aa necessarynecessary 

conditioncondition forfor thethe developnentdevelopnent ofof moralmoral behavbehav

ior,ior, andand itit isis perilousperilous forfor usus toto becanebecane 

disconnecteddisconnected franfran thatthat ground.ground. ButBut althoughalthough 

suchsuch claimsclaims seemseem toto bearbear somesome apparentapparent plausplaus

ibility,ibility, closercloser examinationexamination ofof authorsauthors takingtaking 

thisthis lineline doesn'tdoesn't yieldyield answersanswers toto questionsquestions 

suchsuch as,as, "Even"Even ifif thethe firstfirst conjunctconjunct assertassert

inging thethe causalcausal linklink isis true,true, whywhy shouldshould thethe 

secondsecond bebe regardedregarded asas truetrue asas well?well? WhyWhy 

can'tcan't ourour moralmoral sensibilitiessensibilities expandexpand toto moremore 

fullyfully encompassencompass howhow muchmuch ofof thethe worldworld isis 

morallymorally considerable?considerable? AndAnd eveneven shouldshould bothboth 

conjunctsconjuncts bebe true,true, doesdoes thisthis meanmean thatthat allall 

ourour partialitiespartialities needneed toto bebe considered:considered: 

thosethose forfor ourour racerace asas muchmuch asas thosethose forfor ourour 

nation,nation, thosethose forfor ourour gendergender asas muchmuch asas thosethose 

forfor ourour family?family? And,And, inin lightlight ofof thethe horrihorri

fyingfying expressionexpression ofof somesome partialitiespartialities inin 

humanhuman experience,experience, howhow areare wewe toto distinguishdistinguish 

thethe goodgood fromfrom thethe bad?bad? 

ButBut perhapsperhaps questionsquestions suchsuch asas thesethese areare 

aa bitbit outout ofof fUacefUace inin thethe presentpresent context-context-

;; 
ii 

i.i. '' 
jj,, 

Shouldwhywhy should itit bebe thoughtthought thatthat impartialimpartial moralmoral 

reasonreason andand specialspecial affectionaffection forfor membersmembers ofof 

ourour ownown speciesspecies willwill conflictconflict overover xenograft?xenograft? 

AsAs widespreadwidespread asas thethe partialitypartiality forfor humanshumans 

is,is, thethe conVictionconViction thatthat thisthis preferencepreference makesmakes 

perfectperfect sensesense isis equallyequally widespread.widespread. InIn hishis 

recentrecent Rights,Rights, KillingKilling andand Suffering,Suffering, R.R. G.G. 

FreyFrey triestries toto showshow howhow aa utilitarianutilitarian perspecperspec

tivetive wouldwould rankrank thethe valuevalue ofof humanhuman andand ofof 

animalanimal life,life, respectively:respectively: 

SomeSome ofof thethe thingsthings whichwhich givegive lifelife 

itsits richnessrichness wewe shareshare withwith animals;animals; 

therethere areare otherother things,things, however,however, 

whichwhich cancan fillfill ourour liveslives butbut notnot 

theirs.theirs. ForFor example,example, fallingfalling inin 

love,love, marryingmarrying andand experiencingexperiencing 

withwith othersothers whatwhat lifelife hashas toto offer;offer; 

havinghaving childrenchildren andand watchingwatching andand 

helpinghelping themthem growgrow up;up; workingworking andand 

experiencingexperiencing satisfactionsatisfaction inin one'sone's 

job;job; listeninglistening toto music,music, lookinglooking atat 

pictures,pictures, readingreading books,books, andand soso 

becomingbecoming acquaintedacquainted withwith ourour culcul

turaltural pastpast andand present;present; wonderingwondering 

wherewhere wewe havehave canecane fran,fran, wherewhere wewe 

areare goinggoing andand whatwhat explainsexplains whatwhat 

happenshappens aroundaround us;us; experiencingexperiencing 

htnnanhtnnan delightdelight andand fantasy;fantasy; makingmaking 

plansplans andand strivingstriving toto realizerealize them;them; 

strivingstriving toto makemake somethingsomething ofof one'sone's 

lifelife inin termsterms ofof one'sone's purposespurposes andand 

goals;goals; seekingseeking throughthrough yearsyears ofof 

trainingtraining andand hardhard work,work, excellenceexcellence 

inin somesome athletic,athletic, artisticartistic oror aca-aca-
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demicdemic endeavour.endeavour. (1983:(1983: 109-10)109-10) 

ThisThis isis aa cataloguecatalogue of-whatof-what hehe considersconsiders 

toto bebe thethe "greater"greater possibilitiespossibilities ofof enrichenrich

ment"ment" characteristiccharacteristic ofof humanhuman life.life. FreyFrey 

offersoffers itit asas partpart ofof hishis efforteffort toto defenddefend 

vivisection,vivisection, arguingarguing thatthat wellwell designed,designed, 

seriousserious experimentsexperiments onon animals--evenanimals--even ifif painpain

fulful oror lethal--arelethal--are justifiedjustified byby theirtheir contricontri

butionsbutions toto thethe moremore richlyrichly satisfyingsatisfying liveslives 

ofof humans.humans. TheThe bonabona fidesfides ofof thisthis problem,problem, 

soso farfar asas impartialityimpartiality goes,goes, isis revealedrevealed byby 

Frey'sFrey's applicationapplication ofof thethe criteria.criteria. NoNo spespe

ciesistciesist he,he, FreyFrey isis willingwilling toto regardregard humanhuman 

beingsbeings whowho failfail toto measuremeasure upup toto normalnormal 

standardsstandards asas candidatescandidates forfor painful,painful, lethallethal 

experimentationexperimentation asas well.well. 

ButBut howhow impartialimpartial isis Frey'sFrey's approach?approach? 

CompareCompare hishis texttext toto thisthis oneone fromfrOOl stevesteve SaSa

pontzis:pontzis: 

~ ~ cannotcannot enjoyenjoy thethe lifelife ofof aa dog,dog,

aa bird,bird, aa bat,bat, oror aa dolphin.dolphin. ConCon

sequently,sequently, wewe cannotcannot appreciateappreciate thethe

subtletiessubtleties ofof smell,smell, sight,sight, sound,sound,

andand touchtouch whichwhich thesethese animalsanimals cancan

apparentlyapparently appreciate.appreciate. Here,Here, wewe

areare thethe boors.boors. OfOf course,course, they,they, inin

turn,turn, apparentlyapparently cannotcannot appreciateappreciate

MichelangeloMichelangelo oror MozartMozart (an(an insensiinsensi

tivitytivity notnot limitedlimited toto membersmembers ofof

otherother species).species). Here,Here, theythey areare thethe

boors.boors. ThisThis wouldwould seemseem toto leaveleave usus

roughlyroughly even.even. (1985:(1985: 22)22)

ThisThis texttext suggestssuggests aa couplecouple ofof readings.readings. 

enen thethe first,first, wewe areare beingbeing remindedreminded ofof factsfacts 

aboutabout animalsanimals whichwhich wewe know--theirknow--their superiorsuperior 

sensorysensory abilities,abilities, andand soso forth--butforth--but oftenoften 

overlookoverlook inin effortsefforts toto "impartially""impartially" rankrank thethe 

valuevalue ofof animalanimal andand humanhuman life.life. AndAnd itit isis aa 

salutarysalutary reminder.reminder. ButBut itit isn'tisn't clearclear howhow 

takingtaking thosethose factorsfactors intointo accountaccount willwill leadlead 

toto aa judgmentjudgment thatthat thethe valuevalue ofof thosethose liveslives 

isis roughlyroughly onon aa par.par. ItIt isnisn II tt simplysimply aa 

mattermatter ofof operaticoperatic geniusgenius againstagainst olfactoryolfactory 

genius,genius, asas Frey'sFrey's cataloguecatalogue attests.attests. ItIt 

seemsseems moremore thanthan plausibleplausible that,that, eveneven grantinggranting

complexity experiexperithethe realreal valuevalue andand COOlplexity ofof thethe

enceence ofof manymany animals,animals, FreyFrey couldcould stillstill rearea

sonablysonably maintainmaintain thatthat humanhuman experienceexperience typictypic

allyally outstripsoutstrips it,it, andand thatthat vivisection--andvivisection--and

xenograft--arexenograft--are thereforetherefore justifiedjustified fromfrom anan

impartial,impartial, utilitarianutilitarian perspective.perspective.

OnOn thethe secondsecond reading,reading, wewe areare being�being

remindedreminded thatthat therethere areare factsfacts aboutabout animals�animals

know--the�whichwhich wewe don'tdon't knowknow andand cancan nevernever know--the 
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subjectivesubjective featuresfeatures ofof theirtheir lives,lives, whatwhat itit 

isis "like""like" toto bebe aa bat,bat, aa dog,dog, aa dolfhin.dolfhin. 

Mill'sMill's testtest forfor rankingranking thethe qualityquality ofof experexper

iencesiences justjust isn'tisn't openopen toto usus here.here. Frey'sFrey's 

catalogue,catalogue, althoughalthough impartialimpartial inin itsits applicaapplica

tion,tion, isis notnot impartialimpartial inin itsits framing:framing: itit isis 

mademade upup ofof justjust thosethose thingsthings thatthat humanshumans 

value.value. FreyFrey isis whatwhat mightmight bebe calledcalled aa "se"se

cond-order"cond-order" speciesist.speciesist. 

ThoseThose whowho havehave pushedpushed thisthis pointpoint oftenoften 

seemseem toto regardregard itit asas aa goodgood thingthing forfor 

animals.animals. ButBut itit doesn'tdoesn It seemseem atat allall thatthat 

suchsuch aa tacktack isis goinggoing toto supportsupport thethe judgmentjudgment 

thatthat ourour experiencesexperiences areare "roughly"roughly even"even" inin 

quality.quality. ItIt isis true,true, onon thisthis assumption,assumption, 

thatthat itit willwill turnturn outout tllattllat wewe havehave nono reasonreason 

forfor holdingholding thatthat ourour experiencesexperiences areare moremore 

significants i ' J ~ n i f i c a n t thanthan thosethose openopen toto animals,animals, butbut 

neib'1erneib'1er willwill wewe havehave anyany reasonreason forfor thinkingthinking 

thatthat theirstheirs areare equalequal oror greatergreater inin signifisignifi

cancecance thanthan ours.ours. WeWe mightmight endend upup sayingsaying thatthat 

"our"our experienceexperience hashas ourour kindkind ofof value,value, andand 

thei,c experienceexperience hashas theirs,theirs, IIII interspeinterspethei.c butbut 

ciescies tolerancetolerance nono moremore fromfollowsfollows frOOl interspeinterspe

ciescies relativismrelativism thanthan culturalcultural tolerancetolerance folfol

lowslows fromfrom culturalcultural relativism.relativism. 

IfIf thisthis isis whatwhat wewe areare stuckstuck with,with, thenthen 

itit seemsseems thatthat therethere areare nono goodgood reasonsreasons toto 

lTIOveITIOve usus offoff ourour speciesspecies partialities.partialities. If,If, onon 

thethe contrary,contrary, wewe cancan makemake respectablerespectable judgjudg

mentsments aboutabout thethe significancesignificance ofof experiencesexperiences 

acrossacross speciesspecies lines,lines, thenthen itit lookslooks asas thoughthough 

"good"good reasons"reasons" actuallyactually supportsupport thosethose partiparti

alities.alities. 

'!his'!his isis not,not, II think,think, anan especiallyespecially 

surprisingsurprlslng result:result: thethe upshotupshot ofof aa utilitarutilitar

ianian approachapproach toto thethe ethicsethics ofof animalanimal experiexperi

mentationmentation areare reformist,reformist, ratherrather thanthan revolurevolu

tionary.tionary. Liber- .ExposesExposes likelike Singer'sSinger's AnimalAnimal Liber

shoddy researchationation documentdocument thethe extentextent ofof s h o d d ~ e s e a r c h '
inin pursuitpursuit ofof trivialtrivial goals,goals, andand therebythereby 

testifytestify toto thethe abuseabuse ofof anan institution;institution; theythey 

areare notnot aa criticismcriticism ofof thethe institutioninstitution itit

self.self. IfIf aa utilitarianutilitarian orientationorientation cannotcannot 

categoricallycategorically rejectreject thethe experimentalexperimental useuse ofof 

animals,animals, itit cancan hardlyhardly bebe expectedexpected toto showshow 

thethe immoralityimmorality ofof thethe therapeutictherapeutic useuse ofof 

animals.animals. 

ThereThere areare aa fewfew attemptsattempts inin thethe literalitera

tureture toto deflectdeflect conclusionsconclusions ofof thisthis kind.kind. 

LawrenceLawrence Finsen,Finsen, forfor example,example, hashas arguedargued thatthat 

thethe useuse ofof animalsanimals inin researchresearch isis unfair,unfair, asas 

itit involvesinvolves anan inecIUitableinecIUitable distributiondistribution ofof 

burdensburdens andand benefits:benefits: thethe animalsanimals dodo allall thethe 
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suffering;suffering; thethe humanshumans reapreap allall thethe rewardsrewards 

(1984)(1984) •• ThisThis certainlycertainly holdsholds forfor xenograft,xenograft, 

too.too. FinsenFinsen thinksthinks thatthat thisthis lacklack ofof distridistri

butivebutive justicejustice isis somethingsomething thatthat consequenconsequen

tialisttialist moralitymorality couldcould wellwell bebe sensitivesensitive to,to, 

butbut II don'tdon't believebelieve thatthat thisthis hashas beenbeen shown.shown. 

TypicalTypical consequentialistconsequentialist approachesapproaches toto probprob

lemslems aboutabout fairnessfairness inin thethe distributiondistribution ofof 

utilitiesutilities trytry toto accommodateaccommodate ourour intuitionsintuitions 

aboutabout justice--since,justice--since, inin Part,Part, doingdoing soso willwill 

increaseincrease thethe utilityutility ofof acceptingaccepting andand observobserv

inging thethe theory.theory. ButBut suchsuch intuitionsintuitions respectrespect

inging animalsanimals areare simplysimply notnot sharedshared widelywidely 

enoughenough toto groundground aa consequentialisticconsequentialistic demanddemand 

thatthat \"e\"e observeobserve thethe tenetstenets ofof distributivedistributive 

justicejustice inin thethe designdesign ofof animalanimal experimentsexperiments 

onon therapies.therapies. OurOur treabnenttreabnent ofof animalsanimals inin 

experimentalexperimental contextscontexts isis aa "real-life""real-life" verver

sionsion ofof aa standard,standard, textbooktextbook refutationrefutation ofof 

utilitarianism:utilitarianism: animalsanimals areare thethe classclass whosewhose 

"enslave.ment""enslave.ment" rendersrenders thethe liveslives ofof thethe restrest 

ofof usus betterbetter off,off, thusthus improvingimproving thethe overalloverall 

balancebalance betweenbetween utilityutility andand disutility.disutility. AA 

commoncommon utilitarianutilitarian responseresponse toto thethe generalgeneral 

formform ofof thisthis problem--that,problem--that, givengiven thethe wayway thethe 

worldworld reallyreally is,is, suchsuch distributionsdistributions ofof utiliutili

tiesties couldn'tcouldn't resultresult inin anan optimaloptimal ratio--isratio--is 

muchmuch moremore plausibleplausible ifif animalsanimals areare leftleft outout 

ofof thethe picture.picture. TheThe "slaves""slaves" standstand stillstill forfor 

it,it, moremore oror less;less; thethe socialsocial structurestructure rere

mainsmains stable.stable. AndAnd eveneven ifif itit bebe objectedobjected 

thatthat currentcurrent usesuses ofof animalsanimals inin researchresearch 

certainlycertainly dodo notnot produceproduce "the"the greatestgreatest good,"good," 

itit isis reform,reform, notnot revolution,revolution, thatthat cancan adad

dressdress thisthis pointpoint-refonn-refonn thatthat couldcould wellwell 

includeinclude directlydirectly therapeutictherapeutic usesuses ofof animals,animals, 

asas inin xenograft.xenograft. 

So,So, II remainremain stronglystrongly s u s p ~ c ~ o u ss u s p ~ c ~ o u s thatthat aa 

utilitarianutilitarian approachapproach willwill endend upup supportingsupporting 

ourour partialities.partialities. OddlyOddly enough,enough, rejectingrejecting 

thethe rankingranking ofof animalanimal andand humanhuman liveslives asas 

speciesistspeciesist willwill havehave thethe samesame result:result: 

Frey'sFrey's approachapproach toto adjudicatingadjudicating concon

flictsflicts betweenbetween humanshumans andand otherother animalsanimals inin

volvesvolves gradinggrading thethe valuevalue ofof thethe kindskinds ofof 

experienceexperience eacheach has.has. AA contrastingcontrasting approachapproach 

isis toto looklook atat animalanimal experienceexperience categoricalcategorical

ly,ly, asas doesdoes TomTom Regan.Regan. ItIt isis notnot thethe contentcontent 

ofof animalanimal experiencesexperiences thatthat isis key;key; thethe signisigni

ficantficant point,point, rather,rather, isis thatthat animalsanimals areare 

subjectssubjects ofof experiencesexperiences atat all,all, thatthat theythey areare 

"subjects"subjects ofof aa life"life" whichwhich hashas valuevalue indeinde

pendentlypendently ofof itsits valuevalue toto us.us. 

ReganRegan spellsspells outout thethe consequencesconsequences ofof hishis 

"rights""rights" viewview forfor xenograftxenograft inin aa recentrecent HastHast

ingsings CenterCenter ReportReport discussion.discussion. ThatThat Goobers,Goobers, 

FaeFae 's's donor,donor, waswas "the"the experiencingexperiencing subjectsubject ofof 

aa life,life, aa lifelife whosewhose qualityquality andand durationduration 

matteredmattered toto himhim independentlyindependently ofof hishis 'utili'utili

ty'ty' toto us"us" providesprovides usus withwith aa reasonreason notnot toto 

sacrificesacrifice thethe interestsinterests ofof GoobersGoobers asas aa meansmeans 

toto anyoneanyone else'selse's endsends (1984).(1984). 

This,This, II think,think, isis aa fairlyfairly effectiveeffective 

responseresponse toto thethe sortsort ofof problemsproblems thatthat troubletrouble 

aa utilitarianutilitarian attemptattempt toto forbidforbid xenograft.xenograft. 

ForFor Regan'sRegan's positionposition doesn'tdoesn't callcall onon usus toto 

saysay thatthat animalanimal liveslives areare asas valuablevaluable asas ourour 

own;own; hence,hence, itit isn'tisn't threatenedthreatened ifif theythey 

shouldshould turnturn outout notnot toto be.be. TheThe possibilitypossibility 

thatthat thethe relativerelative valuevalue ofof humanhuman andand animalanimal 

liveslives maymay notnot bebe measurablemeasurable isis alsoalso nono 

threat.threat. ReganRegan isis simplysimply insistinginsisting thatthat GooGoo

bers'bers' experiencesexperiences matteredmattered toto thatthat animal,animal, 

thatthat hishis lifelife waswas valuablevaluable inin hishis ownown terms,terms, 

whateverwhatever thosethose happenhappen toto be.be. 

MuchMuch aboutabout Regan'sRegan's viewsviews isis controvercontrover

sial--insial--in particular,particular, howhow hehe decidesdecides conflictsconflicts 

betweenbetween humanhuman andand non-humannon-human subjectssubjects ofof aa 

life.life. ButBut II wishwish toto raiseraise aa differentdifferent quesques

tiontion here.here. MuchMuch ofof thethe supportsupport ReganRegan clai.msclai.ms 

forfor hishis theorytheory comescomes fromfrom itsits superioritysuperiority 

overover utilitarianismutilitarianism inin itsits handlinghandling ofof intuiintui

tions.tions. OfOf course,course, notnot justjust anyany moralmoral intuiintui

tiontion willwill bebe relevantrelevant toto thethe assessmentassessment ofof 

competingcompeting moralmoral theories;theories; otherwise,otherwise, Regan'sRegan's 

theorytheory wouldwould havehave aa veryvery differentdifferent taletale toto 

telltell concerningconcerning animals.animals. OurOur intuitionsintuitions mustmust 

bebe runrun throughthrough aa seriesseries ofof filtersfilters beforebefore 

theythey cancan properlyproperly bebe usedused toto constructconstruct andand 

assessassess moralmoral theories.theories. OneOne suchsuch testtest isis 

lOOledlOOled "Impartiality,""Impartiality," andand herehere isis whatwhat ReganRegan 

hashas toto saysay aboutabout it:it: 

PartialityPartiality involvesinvolves favoringfavoring somesome

oneone oror sanethingsanething aboveabove others.others. ForFor 

example,example, ifif aa fatherfather isis partialpartial toto 

oneone ofof hishis children,children, thenthen hehe willwill 

bebe inclinedinclined toto givegive thethe favoredfavored 

childchild moremore thanthan hehe givesgives hishis otherother 

children.children. InIn somesome cases,cases, perhaps,perhaps, 

partialitypartiality isis aa finefine thing;thing; butbut aa 

partialitypartiality thatthat excludesexcludes eveneven 

thinkingthinking aboutabout oror takingtaking noticenotice ofof 

othersothers isis farfar fromfrom whatwhat isis neededneeded 

inin anan idealideal moralmoral judgment.judgment. (1983:(1983: 

128)128) 

True,True, butbut notnot veryvery precise.precise. ReganRegan warnswarns usus 

herehere againstagainst takingtaking seriouslyseriously thosethose moralmoral 

intuitionsintuitions whichwhich arisearise fromfrom "extreme,"extreme, unquesunques

tionedtioned partiality."partiality." ThisThis isis fairfair enough,enough, butbut 

hishis ownown theorytheory endsends upup rulingruling outout expressionsexpressions 

ofof partialitypartiality whichwhich areare neither.neither. ParentalParental 
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partialitypartiality needneed notnot bebe aa mattermatter ofof favoringfavoring 

oneone childchild overover another;another; rather,rather, itit maymay bebe aa 

questionquestion ofof favoringfavoring one'sone's childrenchildren overover 

otherother lIOrallylIOrally considerableconsiderable beings--includingbeings--including 

animals--whoanimals--who areare notnot one'sone's children.children. suchsuch 

partialitypartiality needneed notnot bebe extendedextended inin aa casual,casual, 

unreflectiveunreflective wayway toto gratifygratify relativelyrelatively trivitrivi

al13.1 desiresdesires atat thethe greatgreat expenseexpense ofof others;others; itit 

maymay bebe extendedextended reluctantly,reluctantly, inin orderorder toto meetmeet 

extremelyextremely seriousserious interests,interests, becausebecause therethere isis 

nono alternative.alternative. OurOur children,children, asas II emphaempha

sizedsized earlier,earlier, don'tdon't needneed BigBig MacsMacs oror suedesuede 

pants.pants. TheyThey oftenoften dodo needneed medicalmedical interveninterven

tionstions ofof manymany kinds--notkinds--not justjust xenograft-xenograft-

whichwhich involveinvolve usingusing animalsanimals asas meansmeans toto theirtheir 

ends.ends. [3][3] 

****** 

medtsWhenWhen oneone thinksthinks aboutabout arguingarguing thethe merits

ofof aa contentiouscontentious moralmoral issue,issue, suchsuch asas xenoxeno

graft,graft, thethe audienceaudience forfor thethe argumentargument isis oftenoften

.;>nvisaged oneoneE"nvisaged toto bebe professionalprofessional gatherings;gatherings; 

seldcrnseldcrn thinksthinks ofof tryingtrying toto convinceconvince thethe parpar

entsents ofof aa childchild withwith HLHSHLHS thatthat itit wouldwould bebe 

wrongwrong forfor themthem toto availavail themselvesthemselves ofof thethe 

onlyonly meansmeans toto savesave theirtheir child'schild's life.life. PerPer

hapshaps wewe restrictrestrict ourour imaginationsimaginations inin thisthis wayway 

becausebecause wewe wouldwould expectexpect peoplepeople soso placedplaced toto 

bebe altogetheraltogether beyondbeyond thethe reachreach ofof reason,reason, andand 

couldcould hardlyhardly blameblame themthem forfor beingbeing so.so. ButBut 

againstagainst this,this, considerconsider thatthat wewe expectexpect parentsparents 

toto bebe ableable toto makemake goodgood decisionsdecisions forfor theirtheir 

childrenchildren inin crisiscrisis situations--that'ssituations--that's justjust 

oneone ofof thethe toughtough partsparts ofof beingbeing aa goodgood parpar

ent.ent. OrOr perhapsperhaps wewe mightmight saysay thatthat ifif such'such" 

parentsparents diddid electelect xenograft,xenograft, eveneven ifif thethe 

decisiondecision were,were, allall thingsthings considered,considered, immorhumor

13.1,al, theythey wouldn'twouldn't bebe blameworthy.blameworthy. ButBut thisthis 

suggestssuggests thatthat wewe oughtought toto strivestrive toto becomebeccrne 

MacKayBarryBarry KentKent MacKsy
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thethe sortsort ofof parentsparents whowho wouldwould havehave thethe inin

'childrensightsight andand couragecourage toto denydeny ourour "children suchsuch aa 

chance,chance, andand II harborharbor thethe gravestgravest doubtsdoubts aboutabout 

whetherwhether suchsuch aa goalgoal isis reallyreally anan admirableadmirable 

one.one. 

TheThe answeranswer toto thethe question,question, "Is"Is xenoxeno

graftgraft irmoral?," asking.asking.irnrroral? ," dependsdepends onon whowho isis 

IfIf thethe questionquestion isis putput onon behalfbehalf ofof parentsparents 

strugglingstruggling toto savesave theirtheir child'schild's life,life, thethe 

answer,answer, asas bestbest II cancan seesee isis "No.""No." AA ReganRegan

stylestyle accountaccount isn'tisn't sensitivesensitive toto thethe quesques

tioner;tioner; inin categoricallycategorically rejectingrejecting xenograft,xenograft, 

itit rejectsrejects tootoo much.much. 

ButBut answersanswers thatthat comecome outout ofof aa perspecperspec

fromtivetive ofof speciesspecies partialitypartiality oror frcrn utilitariutilitari

anismanism areare insensitiveinsensitive asas well.well. TheyThey willwill 

endorseendorse xenograft,xenograft, notnot merelymerely asas anan allowableallowable 

choicechoice forfor parentsparents whowho areare suddenlysuddenly facingfacing 

tragictragic circumstancescircumstances butbut inin general.general. ItIt isis 

justjust asas permissiblepermissible aa choicechoice forfor aa medicalmedical 

researcherresearcher tryingtrying toto decidedecide toto whatwhat projectproject 

he/shehe/she willwill devotedevote his/herhis/her professionalprofessional enerener

gies.gies. SuchSuch researchersresearchers willwill sacrificesacrifice notnot 

oneone butbut lIOrelIOre likelylikely scoresscores ofof GoobersGoobers asas 

techniquestechniques beccrnebeccrne refinedrefined toto thethe pointpoint wherewhere 

theythey maymay bebe applied,applied, andand willwill possiblypossibly presspress 

onon toto expandexpand thethe useuse ofof xenograftxenograft beyondbeyond 

problemsproblems likelike HLHSHLHS toto therapiestherapies forfor kidneykidney 

failurefailure andand forfor other,other, lessless directlydirectly lifelife

threateningthreatening problems.problems. TheThe answeranswer toto thethe 

researchresearch community,community, then,then, isis thatthat xenograftxenograft 

irmIoral.isis inmoral. 

TheThe positionspositions ofof speciesspecies partialitypartiality andand 

eveneven ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism areare insensitiveinsensitive toto 

m::>rallyflOrally significantsignificant elements;elements; thesethese areare notnot 

restrictedrestricted toto sentiencesentience alone.alone. ReganRegan isis onon 

toto something,something, II believe,believe, claiminginin claiIning thatthat 

manymany animals,animals, likelike manymany humans,humans, areare sourcessources 

ofof value,value, notnot merelymerely objectsobjects onon whichwhich wewe maymay 

placeplace aa value.value. sapontzis,sapontzis, too,too, isis persuasivepersuasive 

sane behavior-behavior-whenwhen hehe observesobserves thatthat scrne a..'1imala..'1imal 

thethe affection,affection, loyalty,loyalty, self-sacrifice,self-sacrifice, andand 

industryindustry thatthat wewe associateassociate withwith them--isthem--is ofof 

moral AlongAlong withwith ourour sharedsharedrooral significance.significance. [4][4] 

sentience,sentience, importantthesethese morallymorally :i.rn.portdnt traitstraits areare 

thethe COlTlllDn andandCOlTlllOn propertyproperty ofof severalseveral speciesspecies 

callcall forfor ourour respectrespect forfor non-humannon-human asas wellwell asas 

humanhuman animals.animals. 

ButBut isis mymy positionposition consistentconsistent withwith suchsuch 

respect?respect? Isn'tIsn't itit justjust anotheranother guiseguise forfor 

speciesspecies prejudice,prejudice, andand aa prejudiceprejudice confusedconfused 

byby sentimentalitysentimentality asas well'?well'? II thinkthink not.not. thethe 

partialitypartiality II endorseendorse isis notnot forfor ourour speciesspecies 

butbut forfor one'sone's children.children. It'sIt's thethe partpart ofof aa 

goodgood parentparent toto singlesingle outout one'sone's childrenchildren forfor 

typestypes ofof considerationconsideration whichwhich thosethose outsideoutside 

thethe relationshiprelationship dodo notnot get.get. ThisThis partialitypartiality 

maymay bebe foundedfounded inin considerationsconsiderations ofof interge..rinterge..r

erationalerational reciprocity;reciprocity; ifif so,so, itit hashas somescrne 

pointspoints ofof contactcontact withwith generalgeneral conceptionsconceptions ofof 

justice.justice. ItIt maymay bebe rootedrooted inin efficiencyefficiency inin 
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satisfyingsatisfying needsneeds andand hencehence closelyclosely tiedtied toto 

considerationsconsiderations ofof utility.utility. ButBut II thinkthink thatthat 

itit takestakes considerableconsiderable independentindependent supp:>rtsupp:>rt 

fromfrom thethe moralmoral valuevalue ofof thethe lovelove thatthat existsexists 

betweenbetween peoplepeople whosewhose historieshistories areare interinter

twinedtwined inin significantsignificant ways.ways. 

LoveLove ofof thethe kindkind thatthat good.good. parentsparents bearbear 

theirtheir childrenchildren isis itselfitself worthyworthy ofof ourour admiradmir

ation.ation. ItIt isis not,not, however,however, universalizabie;universalizabie; 

II simplysimply can'tcan't lovelove everyoneeveryone asas II lovelove mymy 

children.children. SaneSane ofof thethe reasonreason forfor thisthis hashas toto 

dodo withwith thethe particularityparticularity ofof thethe sharedshared exex

periencesperiences andand intimateintimate acquaintanceacquaintance franfran 

whichwhich suchsuch lovelove emerges.emerges. ButBut somesome cOmescOmes fromfrom 

thethe naturenature ofof parentalparental love.love. ItIt isis notnot anan 

agapeisticagapeistic love--evenlove--even withwith God'sGod's grace,grace, oneone 

couldn'tcouldn't extendextend itit toto everyone,everyone, becausebecause itit isis 

essentiallyessentially aa preferentialpreferential attitude.attitude. ItIt isis 

good.good. forfor childrenchildren toto havehave scxneonescxneone whowho takestakes 

thethe troubletrouble toto knowknow themthem intimately,intimately, whowho carlcarl 

thenthen appreciateappreciate thingsthings aboutabout themthem thatthat othersothers 

overoverlook,look, someonesomeone whowho endorsesendorses theirtheir worthworth byby 

singlingsingling themthem out,out, makingmaking themthem feelfeel special,special, 

makingmaking aa homehome forfor them,them, lovingloving themthem "best"best ofof 

all."all." TheyThey thrivethrive onon suchsuch love,love, languishlanguish inin 

itsits absence.absence. 

ButBut eveneven grantinggranting thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof 

parentalparental partialities,partialities, surelysurely aa virtuousvirtuous 

personperson maymay notnot dodo justjust anythinganything inin thethe namename 

ofof his/herhis/her children--notchildren--not eveneven ifif he/shehe/she isis 

actingacting toto savesave theirtheir lives.lives. WhyWhy maymay he/shehe/she 

sacrificesacrifice thethe lifelife ofof anotheranother creaturecreature whowho isis 

worthyworthy ofof moralmoral respect?respect? ItIt isis difficultdifficult toto 

developdevelop aa casuistrycasuistry here.here. II amam notnot maintainmaintain

inging thatthat thethe kindskinds ofof thingsthings aboutabout childrenchildren 

thatthat evokeevoke parentalparental partialitypartiality areare justificajustifica

tionstions forfor parents'parents' usingusing anotheranother subjectsubject ofof aa 

lifelife asas aa meansmeans toto theirtheir children'schildren's ends.ends. 

TheyThey don'tdon't givegive usus thethe warrantwarrant toto developdevelop 

therapiestherapies whichwhich abuseabuse animals.animals. ButBut II dodo 

thinkthink thatthat thethe parentparent whowho findsfinds him/herselfhim/herself 

confrontingconfronting thethe crisiscrisis ofof thethe birthbirth ofof aa 

childchild withwith aa defectdefect likelike HLHSHLHS isis notnot justjust 

facingfacing aa conflictconflict betweenbetween aa naturalnatural sentimentsentiment 

andand aa moralmoral principle,principle, soso thatthat allall thatthat isis 

requiredrequired isis thethe couragecourage toto resolveresolve it.it. He/He/ 

sheshe isis facing,facing, rather,rather, aa moralmoral dilerrma:dilerrma: thethe 

claimsclaims ofof impartialimpartial reasonreason andand thethe claimsclaims ofof 

parentalparental affectionaffection areare bothboth morallymorally respectrespect

able.able. 

ThisThis stillstill doesn'tdoesn't explainexplain whywhy itit isis 

permissiblepermissible toto resolveresolve thisthis dilemmadilemma bYbY electelect

inging toto followfollow one'sone's partialpartial affections.affections. ButBut 

therethere areare aa numbernumber ofof considerationsconsiderations whichwhich 

supportsupport suchsuch aa choice.choice. First,First, considerconsider thethe 

fundamentalfundamental charactercharacter ofof thethe humanhuman interestsinterests 

atat stakestake andand thethe parent'sparent's lacklack ofof alternaalterna

titives.ves. 'n1e'n1e parentparent hashas littlelittle realreal choicechoice ifif 

sheshe isis toto savesave his/herhis/her child.child. He/sheHe/she could,could, 

II supp:>se,supp:>se, offeroffer his/herhis/her ownown heart,heart, butbut otherother 

moralmoral andand technicaltechnical considerationsconsiderations apart,apart, whowho 

wouldwould taketake itit fromfrom him/her?him/her? InIn thisthis respect,respect, 

he/shehe/she isis inin aa veryvery differentdifferent p:>sitionp:>sition fromfrom 

thethe scientificscientific researcher,researcher, whowho cancan strivestrive inin 

rranyrrany waysways toto savesave thethe lifelife ofof children.children. 

Second,Second, itit isn'tisn't altogetheraltogether clearclear thatthat 

refusingrefusing thethe animal'sanimal's heartheart willwill savesave him!him! 

her,her, whilewhile itit isis certaincertain thatthat doingdoing soso willwill 

costcost thethe childchild his/herhis/her life.life. TheThe animalanimal isis 

caughtcaught inin thethe experimental-therapeuticexperimental-therapeutic systemsystem 

andand isis probablyprobably doomeddoomed already.already. IfIf he/shehe/she isis 

notnot aa donordonor forfor thisthis procedure,procedure, he/shehe/she willwill 

bebe forfor another;another; ifif notnot aa donor,donor, thenthen aa subsub

jectject ofof otherother experiments.experiments. AgainstAgainst this,this, itit 

mightmight bebe allegedalleged thatthat ifif anan animalanimal isn'tisn't 

expendedexpended onon thisthis procedure,procedure, itit willwill meanmean thatthat 

oneone fewerfewer animalanimal ultimatelyultimately getsgets usedused inin 

experimentation--theexperimentation--the nextnext consignmentconsignment ofof pripri

matesmates forfor thethe labslabs willwill includeinclude oneone fewerfewer 

thanthan itit mightmight have--buthave--but there'sthere's justjust enoughenough 

loosenesslooseness herehere toto leaveleave thethe parentparent inin somesome 

measuremeasure ofof realreal doubtdoubt aboutabout whetherwhether his/herhis/her 

decisiondecision hashas actuallyactually causedcaused moremore animalsanimals toto 

bebe sacrificed.sacrificed. 

Third,Third, itit isis atat leastleast plausibleplausible thatthat 

deathdeath isis aa greatergreater harmharm toto thethe childchild thanthan toto 

thethe baboon.baboon. TheThe child'schild's deathdeath maymay forecloseforeclose 

aa greatergreater rangerange ofof satisfactionsatisfaction andand precludepreclude 

projectsprojects ofof greatergreater moralmoral worth.worth. 

Fourth,Fourth, ifif thethe parentparent chooseschooses toto rejectreject 

xenograft,xenograft, he/shehe/she hashas sacrificedsacrificed partialpartial 

affectionsaffections altogetheraltogether toto thethe demandsdemands ofof imim

partialpartial reason.reason. ButBut ifif he/shehe/she acceptsaccepts xenoxeno

graft,graft, he/shehe/she stillstill hashas aa wayway ofof shCMingshCMing 

his/herhis/her respectrespect forfor impartialimpartial considerations.considerations. 

SomeoneSomeone whowho isis bothboth aa virtuousvirtuous parentparent andand 

alivealive toto thethe moralmoral significancesignificance ofof animalanimal 

lifelife willwill pushpush forfor reformreform inin medicalmedical researchresearch 

andand forfor thethe replacementreplacement ofof xenograftxenograft withwith 

otherother therapies.therapies. He/He/sheshe willwill notnot refuserefuse toto 

employemploy availableavailable resourcesresources ifif thethe basicbasic needsneeds 

ofof his/herhis/her childrenchildren areare atat stake,stake, eveneven thoughthough 

thesethese resourcesresources areare paidpaid forfor withwith thethe liveslives 

andand comfortcomfort ofof animals.animals. ThisThis he/shehe/she maymay dodo 

inin deferencedeference toto his/herhis/her dutiesduties asas aa parent.parent. 

ButBut inin deferencedeference toto thosethose general,general, moralmoral 

considerationsconsiderations thatthat includeinclude animalsanimals inin theirtheir 

scope--his/herscope--his/her concernconcern thatthat thethe incrementincrement ofof 

utilityutility bebe figuredfigured soso asas toto includeinclude t . ~ et . ~ e pleaplea

suressures andand painspains ofof animals,animals, his/herhis/her respectrespect 

forfor "subjects"subjects ofof aa life,"life," eveneven whenwhen thethe lifelife 

isis non-human,non-human, his/herhis/her admirationadmiration forfor moralmoral 

122122BEIWEENBEIWEEN THETHE SPECIESSPECIES 

r� 
MM ££ 

r 



__ __ _        

5 ?rmiT iiiiI lllllllillliliillllll(" --zoeliOiIliiilillIi i. 

"Ii"-� 
virtue,virtue, eveneven whenwhen thethe virtuousvirtuous agentagent isis aa partiality'spartiality's favor.[5]favor.[5] 

membermember ofof anotheranother species--he/shespecies--he/she willwill workwork 
NotesNotestoto obtainobtain thethe benefitsbenefits ofof medicalmedical interveninterven

tionstions inin waysways thatthat areare notnot damagingdamaging toto aniani
1.1. ThisThis argumentargument appearsappears inin Devine'sDevine'smals.mals. 

1978.1978. 

ReadersReaders ofof Frey'sFrey's Rights,Rights, KillingKilling andand 

SufferingSuffering willwill recognizerecognize inin mymy descriptiondescription ofof 

thethe virtuousvirtuous parentparent aa versionversion ofof hishis "con"con

cernedcerned individual."individual." AsAs FreyFrey seessees it,it, ifif 

you'reyou're convincedconvinced ofof thethe wrongfulnesswrongfulness ofof curcur

rentrent methodsmethods ofof meatmeat production,production, youyou needn'tneedn't 

becomebecome aa rroralrroral vegetarian.vegetarian. ItIt isis better,better, 

becausebecause it'sit's rrorerrore efficientefficient inin rectifyingrectifying 

abuses,abuses, toto becomebecome aa "concerned"concerned individual"individual" 

whowho lobbieslobbies againstagainst objectionableobjectionable practicespractices 

whilewhile stillstill enjoyingenjoying thethe benefitsbenefits ofof eatingeating 

meat.meat. II thinkthink Frey'sFrey's applicationapplication ofof thisthis 

notionnotion toto thethe issueissue ofof dietdiet isis mistaken;mistaken; hehe 

doesn'tdoesn't eveneven considerconsider thethe effectivenesseffectiveness ofof 

joining thethe vegetarianvegetarian andand concerned-indiviconcerned-indiviJ o ~ n ~ n g

dualdual strategiesstrategies andand greatlygreatly overestimatesoverestimates thethe 

hllllal1significancesignificance ofof thethe hUllan interestsinterests involved.involved. 

ButBut thethe interestsinterests involvedinvolved inin thethe preservapreserva

tiontion ofof lifelife andand thethe restorationrestoration ofof healthhealth 

most have.have.areare arrongarrong thethe rrost profoundprofound wewe 

DoesDoes anyany ofof thisthis refuterefute thethe chargecharge thatthat 

mymy virtuousvirtuous parentparent isis reallyreally justjust anotheranother 

speciesist?speciesist? Frey'sFrey's strategystrategy escapesescapes suchsuch aa 

charge,charge, II think;think; hishis texttext impliesimplies thatthat ifif 

retardedretarded humanshumans werewere beingbeing factoryfactory farmed,farmed, hehe 

wouldwould findfind nothingnothing wrongwrong withwith simplysimply lobbyinglobbying 

more hUll\3Ile.toto makemake theirtheir treatmenttreatment rrore humane. I'mI'm notnot 

suresure thatthat II wantwant toto extendextend toto virtuousvirtuous parpar

entsents thethe rightright toto consentconsent toto aa heartheart transtrans

plantplant forfor theirtheir childrenchildren ifif thethe donorsdonors areare 

childrenchildren withwith Down'sDown' s Syndrane.Syndrane. InIn anotheranother 

place,place, II havehave arguedargued thatthat therethere isis aa rrorallyrrorally 

relevantrelevant distinctiondistinction betweenbetween animalsanimals andand 

marginalmarginal humans:humans: thethe marginalmarginal humanshumans havehave 

sufferedsuffered aa tragedytragedy inin becomingbecoming thethe psycholopsycholo
gicalgical equalsequals ofof animals--aanimals--a tragedytragedy thatthat aniani

malsmals havehave escaped.escaped. TheThe sentimentssentiments properlyproperly 

evokedevoked byby thethe recognitionrecognition ofof suchsuch aa tragedy-tragedy-

pitypity andand compassion--spp.ak.compassion--spp.ak stronglystrongly againstagainst 

furtherfurther injuryinjury toto someonesomeone alreadyalready soso afflicafflic
tedted (1985).(1985). 

TheThe appealappeal toto thethe tragedytragedy ofof marginalmarginal 

casescases cancan acquitacquit thethe virtuousvirtuous parentparent ofof thethe 

chargecharge ofof arbitraryarbitrary discriminationdiscrimination inin chooschoos

inging notnot toto dodo toto aa retardedretarded humanhuman whatwhat he/shehe/she 

mightmight dodo toto aa nonnalnonnal baboon.baboon. Still,Still, he/shehe/she 

isis usingusing anotheranother asas aa meansmeans toto his/herhis/her ends.ends. 

ButBut ifif wewe grantgrant thethe moralmoral significancesignificance ofof 

parentalparental affections,affections, thenthen thethe possibilitypossibility isis 

openopen thatthat conflictsconflicts betweenbetween partialitypartiality andand 

impartialityimpartiality shouldshould sanetimessanetimes bebe decideddecided inin 

2.2. SeveralSeveral shortshort discussionsdiscussions ofof variousvarious 

aspectsaspects ofof xenograftxenograft appearappear inin thethe February,February, 

1985,1985, HastingsHastings CenterCenter Report,Report, groupedgrouped underunder 

thethe title,title, "The"The SUbjectSUbject IsIs BabyBaby Fae."Fae." 

ReganRegan discussesdiscusses thethe rrorallOClral signifi3.3. signifi

cancecance ofof relationshipsrelationships withwith lovedloved onesones andand 

friendsfriends inin sectionsection 8.128.12 ofof hishis 1983.1983. HowHow

ever,ever, itit isis notnot clearclear thatthat casescases likelike xenoxeno

graftgraft wouldwould bebe coveredcovered byby thatthat discussion:discussion: 

allO\l totoReganRegan doesn'tdoesn't explicitlyexplicitly allow thethe appealappeal 

suchsuch "special"special considerations"considerations" toto justifyjustify 

usingusing otherwiseotherwise non-threatenednon-threatened subjectssubjects ofof aa 

lifelife asas meansmeans toto endsends solely.solely. 

4.4. SeeSee Sapontzis'Sapontzis' 1980.1980. 

5.5. I'mI'm veryvery gratefulgrateful toto HildeHilde RobinsonRobinson 

forfor contributionscontributions constructiveconstructive beyondbeyond herher 

usualusual generousgenerous measure.measure. I'mI'm alsoalso gratefulgrateful toto 

MyronMyron Anderson,Anderson, JohnJohn Bahde,Bahde, DavidDavid Soyer,Soyer, 

PhilipPhilip Devine,Devine, AlanAlan Soble,Soble, MatthiasMatthias Steup,Steup, 

a..'1da..'1d StephenStephen WagnerWagner forfor participatingparticipating inin aa 

discussiondiscussion ofof anan earlierearlier draft.draft. 

WORLD�AA CHANGINGCHANGING WORLD 

wolves�OnceOnce peoplepeople playedplayed withwith wolves 

leopards.�AndAnd loverslovers likelike leopards.

AllAll forestforest peoplepeople werewere gods.�almostalmost gods. 

wolves�OnceOnce peoplepeople sangsang withwith wolves 

doves.�AndAnd loverslovers likelike rrorningrrorning doves. 

allOClst gone.�NowNow allall forestsforests alrrost areare gone. 

wolves�OnceOnce peoplepeople sleptslept withwith wolves 

stare.�AndAnd loverslovers likelike winterwinter stare.

AllAll ofof thethe godsgods gone.�areare almostalmost gone. 

AlrrostAlrrost gonegone wolves�areare allall thethe wolves 

Earth,�TheThe peoplepeople loverslovers ofof thethe Earth, 

one.�AndAnd allall thethe godsgods butbut one. 

God�TheThe peoplepeople ofof thethe EarthEarth sawsaw God 

InIn all.all. NowNow humanshumans see�see 

all.�ButBut oneone aboveabove andand notnot inin all. 

M1CHAElM1CHAEl W.W. FOXFOX 
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CHANCECHANCE 
stix�fourfour pick-uppick-up stix 

a�a 

11 

11 intointo mymy 

palmpalm 

shouldshould ii knitknit 

aa universeuniverse oror aa poem?poem? 

weaveweave themthem inin mymy hairhair 

withwith tinytiny bowsbows andand knots?knots? 

taptap outout aa tune?tune? 

•• •• •• tratra lala laslas 

savesave themthem inin anan oldold shoeshoe boxbox 

4-leaf�(wi(withth 4-leaf 

and�cloversclovers and 

butter�dustydusty butter 

flys)?�flys)? 

cr/ackcr/ack themthem likelike 

=/ay/ons=/ay/ons acrossacross 

marblymarbly kNUcklES?kNUcklES? 

tastetaste themthem asas chopstickschopsticks 

thrustthrust intointo ----DEADANIMALFLESH?----DEADANIMALFLESH? 

shishshish kebab!kebab! 

ponderponder theirtheir patternpattern 

andand displaydisplay themthem inin galleries?galleries? 

oror shouldshould ii justjust 

rr 

oo 

pp themthem intointo youryour openopen 

handhand 

again?again? 

DAVEDAVE MACAULEYMACAULEY 
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